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A NATIONAL CONGESTION STRATEGY IS NEEDED 

Council leaders have called on the Government to develop a 'congestion strategy’ to address the 

economic drain caused by traffic jams as well as the knock-on impact of pollution. The Local 

Government Association (LGA) has collated case studies showing some of the successes councils 

have had in tackling congestion through a range of methods, including Nottingham’s workplace 

parking levy, bus prioritisation in Brighton and Reading and investment in cycling. It also reiterated 

a long-standing list of requests to government for more powers and funding certainty for councils. 

With motorists are  spending a working week every year sat in traffic on major roads, and losing 

almost a £1,000 in the process, it’s clear that councils need to be able to do more to tackle this 

growing problem. The LGA want to see long-term consistent funding to invest in local roads and 

need greater powers to solve the problem and introduce attractive alternatives to car journeys. 

LGA requests include: 

 long-term funding certainty for local 

authorities such as that enjoyed by 

Highways England and Network Rail 

 an end to competitive bidding for local 

transport funds, with complete discretion 

given to authorities to make the best 

decision based on local need 

 the resources and powers necessary to 

improve air quality 

 full implementation of the Bus Services 

Act 2017 ensuring all authorities can 

access the new powers if they wish to 

make use of them 

 all authorities should be given access to 

lane rental powers if they wish to make 

use of them 

 a clear statement that the Government 

will allow more authorities to make use 

of a workplace parking levy should they 

wish to consider one 

 immediate and full implementation of 

Part 6 of the Traffic Management Act 

2004, allowing civil enforcement of 

moving traffic offences, such as banned 

turns and blocking of yellow box 

junctions. 
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A STOP SIGN MEANS STOP 

 

A driver who failed to stop for one of the London Borough of Bexley’s school crossing patrols has 

been given eight penalty points on his driving licence 

and ordered to pay a total of £525. 

 

The driver concerned drove his vehicle past the school 

crossing patrol while he was in the middle of the road, 

clearly displaying his stop sign. A parent and young child 

were crossing the road at the time and he narrowly 

missed them. The car struck the patrol’s stop sign and 

carried on driving without stopping. 

 

The magistrate said:  

“You are lucky I am not disqualifying you. A 

serious aggravating factor in this case is the fact 

that you were driving in a region of a school.” 

 

He was fined £400 and ordered to pay a £40 surcharge and £85 costs.

 

PLATOONING 

 

Small convoys of 'partially 

driverless lorries' will undergo 

trials on British roads by the end 

of 2018, the Government has 

announced  which will see up to 

three heavy goods vehicles, 

travelling in convoy, with 

acceleration and braking 

controlled by the lead vehicle. 

 

Funded by the DfT and Highways 

England, the trial will be carried out by the Transport Research Laboratory (TRL). The project will 

collect information and independently evaluate heavy vehicle platooning under real-world 

operational conditions.  

 

TRL says the trials will be tailored to the 

unique requirements of UK roads and will 

collate the evidence required to understand 

issues such as fuel efficiency and reduced 

emissions, safety, acceptance by drivers and 

other road users, implications for future 

infrastructure, and the commercial case for 

adoption. 

 

The DfT says if successful, the trial will prove 

that autonomous technology could have 

major benefits for motorists and businesses in 

the UK. In circumstances where lorries are 

moving closer together, as is the case with 

platooning, the front vehicle pushes the air 

out of the way, making the vehicles in the 

convoy more efficient, lowering emissions 

and improving air quality. 

 

All lorries in the platoon will have a driver ready to take control at any time. 
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SUMMER DRINK AND DRUG TESTING 

 

During the National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) summer campaign, which ran throughout June, 

35,382 BREATH TESTS were administered, with 3,533 (10%) of those tests either failed, positive or 

refused. Results from DRUG TESTING showed the highest proportion of positive tests since recording 

began in December 2015. Of the 2,022 drug screening devices administered, 1,084 returned positive 

(53.6%). Looking at age, there was little difference in the percentages of drivers aged over or under 

25 years who failed a test. 7,609 tests were administered to under 25-year-olds - 736 of which were 

positive, refused or failed (9.7%). This compares to 23,997 tests for drivers aged over 25 years, 9.6% 

(2,298) of which returned positive, refused or failed. 

 

All police forces across England, Wales and Northern Ireland participated in the campaign, with the 

NPCC saying officers ran ‘intelligence-led operations’ to target offenders. 

 

 

PUBLIC DASHCAM EVIDENCE LEADING TO PROSECUTION 

 

All four police forces in Wales are to start using dashcam footage submitted by the public to 

investigate driving offences, following a pilot scheme by North Wales Police.  Operation Snap was 

launched in north Wales last October, in response to an increase in the amount of video and 

photographic evidence submitted by people 

who have witnessed driving offences. 

 

South Wales Police followed suit in April, saying 

that the initiative would provide a ‘safe 

alternative way’ to share footage of offences 

and it would now seem that both Gwent and 

Dyfed-Powys Police are to participate in the 

operation - which runs in partnership with Go 

Safe (the Wales Road Safety Casualty Reduction 

Partnership). 

 

Since October, North Wales Police says it has dealt with 129 cases as a result of footage submitted. 

To submit footage, members of the public have to complete a form available on the Go Safe 

website. Once it has been reviewed, officers update the individual as to what action will be taken 

 

 

SCRAPPAGE SCHEME 

 

Ford has launched an incentive for UK 

consumers to trade in cars over seven years 

old, by offering £2,000 off some new models 

as part of an incentive to encourage owners 

to trade in their more polluting vehicles. Ford 

said all of the part-exchanged vehicles will be 

scrapped having an immediate effect on air 

quality. To qualify for the scheme you must 

register a new car between September 1st 

and December 31st 2017 which means those 

wishing to take advantage of such an offer 

must act quickly as there is no indication as 

yet that the offer will continue beyond the 

end of the year. The Ford’s scheme differs to 

some of the other deals which are around at 

the moment as it encompasses both petrol 

and diesel cars - while the other schemes 

strictly focus on the latter.  

The deal is offer applies mainly to the price 

of a new car valued over £12,000. 
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SPEEDING OFFENCES 2016 

 

More than 2.25 million speeding tickets were issued by UK police during 2016, according to a 

Freedom of Information (FOI) request to UK police forces. 

The FOI request shows a total of 2,293,228 speed-related 

offences - an average of 65,000 speeding offences per force.  

 

The highest number of tickets was handed out by police in 

Avon and Somerset, although the RAC points out this could be 

a result of enforcement of the national speed limit on smart 

motorways in the region. Constabularies in Thames Valley – 

which features large portions of the M25, M40 and M4 – and 

Greater Manchester recorded the second and third highest 

number of speeding offences respectively. 

 

A spokesman from the RAC said:  

 

“While motorists understand that speed presents a massive danger our research among 

motorists shows there is a clear long-term trend towards increased levels of speeding both 

on 50mph/60mph country roads and in urban 20mph zones. “Some forces like Avon and 

Somerset are also enforcing the national 70mph limit on smart motorways which may 

explain why they top the speeding offences table. As this is a relatively new course of 

action for police forces many motorists are no doubt being caught out by it.” 

 

Police in West Mercia and Suffolk recorded a top speed of 154mph, closely followed by 151mph in 

Nottinghamshire and 148mph in Avon and Somerset – all of which are more than double the national 

speed limit. 

 

THINK CAMPAIGNS 

 

The following timetable, subject to confirmation, has been announced in respect of forthcoming 

road safety campaigns. 

 

Mobiles Phones – October 2017: 

Child/Teen – November 2017: 

Drink drive – November/December 2017: 

Country roads – spring/summer 2018: 

 

MAINTAINING CONTACT
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Come and share/network together with enthusiastic experienced and/or retired road safety 

practitioners. Have lunch, maintain contacts and keep up to date in an informal manner.  

12noon till 2.00p.m. (ish)                   On Monday 16th October 2017 

The White Horse, The Sidmouth Road, Woodbury Salterton Exeter  EX51EP 

(The White Horse is situated on the A3052 and 3 miles from Junction 30 of the M5) 

For all the info https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/gfc-events/maintaining-contact-

meetings/exeter-20171016/ 

  

 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/gfc-events/maintaining-contact-meetings/exeter-20171016/
https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/gfc-events/maintaining-contact-meetings/exeter-20171016/
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PUBLIC ATTITUDE TO LORRIES REPORTED 
 
Volvo Trucks conducted a survey of public attitudes to lorries earlier this year the aim of which was 
to better understand the public’s perception of heavy goods vehicles, specifically in relation road 
safety, driver behaviour and the vehicles’ contribution to the nation. Respondents comprised car, 
van and lorry drivers, motorcyclists, cyclists and pedestrians of varying ages. 
 
Of the 2,095 adults quizzed, 92% said they “recognised the role lorries play in the smooth running 
of everyday life,” 96% agreed that driving an HGV “requires significant skill and training, and that 
driving ability varies from country to country”. 
 

Britons have some concerns about the presence 
of large vehicles on the roads. The results 
showed that 77% of respondents believed lorries 
to be a risk on single carriageways (themselves 
the most dangerous type of roads), while a 
lesser 47% thought they were a risk on 
motorways and dual carriageways. Precisely 
half of those surveyed said their chief concern 
was that lorry drivers were unable to see them. 
Other comments which were made resulted in 
8% of respondents saying they were concerned 
about insecure loads, while 4% were bothered 
about poorly maintained equipment, which 
further proves the public’s confidence in 

drivers’ abilities. 
 
Opinion is divided as to how best to improve the safety of HGVs on British roads. Most popular was 
the idea of creating dedicated lanes for lorries on dual carriageways; 45% of respondents thought 
this the best method, but it was the favourite only by a narrow margin, as those surveyed 
considered the following three initiatives the best course of action – each by 44%: increasing the 
level of mandatory driver training, better educating new motorists as to how to behave around 
lorries as part of the driving test and encouraging more police spot checks of HGVs to ensure 
standards are met. Finally, 40% thought banning lorries from overtaking other vehicles was the best 
way forward. 
 
In addition to establishing the public’s perception of HGVs, the survey also probed opinion on more 
general road safety matters and, 76% of respondents believed all road users had a shared 
responsibility to make the highways safer. Equally, they felt that both government and the haulage 
industry could do more to develop a “culture of safety” on UK roads; 40% wanted to see the former 
do more, while only 27% felt the road haulage industry was doing enough to assess drivers’ safety 
performance. 
 
 

ON STREET ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING POINTS 
 
A joint city and county council scheme to install approximately 100 electric vehicle charging 
stations in residential streets – using six different charging 
technologies is set to be trialled in Oxford. The ‘Go Ultra Low 
Oxford’ trial could be the largest on-street charging pilot in the 
country and the University of Oxford has described the project as 
having ‘global scientific significance’. Under the scheme, six 
different charging technologies will be installed – ranging from 
cable gullies to retrofitting lamp posts with charging stations. An 
initial 30 charging stations are set to be ready for residents and the 
general public to use in October 2017. The trial will last for 12 months. The best solutions from the 
trial will then be rolled out in approximately 100 sites across Oxford’s residential streets in 2018. 
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UNINSURED CLAIMS RISE 

 

The Motor Insurance Bureau (MIB) has reported an increase in the number of claims made following 

collisions involving uninsured drivers. 

 

On the positive side since 2004, the MIB says the number of claims against uninsured drivers has 

reduced by more than 50% - from around 25,000 per year to around 11,000. However, new figures 

show that in the last 12 months claims against uninsured drivers have risen by almost 10%. 

 

The MIB says a range of factors impact on the number of claims, including an increase in the 

number of people driving without insurance, increases in the number of vehicles and drivers on the 

roads, and the effectiveness of enforcement. 

 

The RAC have commented to say that 

 

“Although the facts need to confirmed, there is a clear suggestion we might be seeing an 

increase in uninsured drivers on our roads – which, if true, would be a cause of concern. 

 

The Industry itself believe that there are around a million uninsured drivers on UK roads  

 

The Motor Insurers’ Bureau (MIB) is a UK 

Guarantee Fund that compensates victims of 

negligent uninsured or untraced drivers 

(commonly known as Hit and Run accidents).  

The Motor Insurers’ Bureau is funded via 

insurance premiums and the typical cost is 

£15-30 per policy. 

 

POSITIVE ACTION AGAINST HGV TAILGATERS 

HGV drivers will face strong action if they are caught tailgating, Traffic Commissioner for Wales, 

Nick Jones, has warned. Jones’ pledge came after he added an extra month to professional driving 

bans of two HGV drivers who were reported for tailgating. 

Nick Jones said 

“Tailgating is potentially dangerous in any circumstances, but tailgating in an HGV is 

especially serious and if brought to the attention of a Traffic Commissioner, strong albeit 

proportionate action will be taken.” 

The Traffic Commissioner also took action against the employer of the drivers ordering it to reduce 

its fleet for a limited period. 

 
BUS TRAVEL DOWN 

 
The number of passenger journeys on buses in England fell again over the past year, with bus use in 
both London and the rest of the country continuing to decline. Department for Transport statistics 
show that for the year ending June 2017, the number of local bus passenger journeys in England 
was 4.43 billion, a 1.7% decrease on the previous year (4.51 billion). 
 
Bus use in both London and England outside London also fell by 1.7%. The falls follow a decrease in 
bus patronage of 2.7% between 2015 and 2016, which was largely driven by a 3.6% decline in 
London. 
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APPROVED DRIVING INSTRUCTORS STANDARD CHECKS 

 
Driver Trainers who fall within the scope of being Approved Driving Instructors and thereby have 
the authority to charge for their services have to regularly undergo a Standards Check to ensure 
they are still competent to continue operating. According to the DVSA who are responsible for 
maintaining the ADI register and conducting the Standards Check the top five areas where an 
instructor fails to reach and maintain their standard are 
 

 They have failed to adapted the 
lesson plan, when appropriate, to 
help the pupil work towards their 
learning goals 

 Taught the lesson in a style not suited 
to the pupil’s learning style and 
current ability 

 Not encouraged the pupil to analyse 
problems and take responsibility for 
their learning 

 Failed to give the pupil appropriate 
and timely feedback during the 
session 

 Not provided enough feedback to help 
the pupil understand any potentially 
safety-critical incidents 

 

ETHICAL ISSUES AROUND AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES 

There is currently no answer to key ethical issues around autonomous vehicles (AVs), such as 

whether they should be programmed to prioritise the safety of occupants or pedestrians. 

Commenting on the issue, the Chief Executive 

Officer of TRL has indicated that the issue is 

significantly more difficult to solve than other 

ethical, regulatory and safety issues around 

AVs such as criminal liability and cyber 

security which for the most part just require 

changes to the law. However from a TRL 

perspective, the biggest challenge is in the 

ethical decisions that need to be made 

around - should a vehicle hit a tree and hurt 

the occupants rather than hit the pedestrian 

and save the life of the occupants or other 

such scenarios. As human beings we always 

have a reasonably strong self-preservation 

instinct and trying to emulate how humans 

would behave in an automated scenario might 

not be the right answer.  

AVs will have overall safety benefits. With 

autonomy, cars won’t crash quite as often, 

we hope. If you are able to take the driver 

out of the equation, some of the time or all 

of the time there should be a demonstrable 

reduction in deaths and serious injuries. That 

said from a regulatory point of view, there 

are real barriers to overcome. The uptake 

and usage [of AVs] is not probably held back 

by the development and innovation around 

technology but it’s more these barriers about 

how do we bring new and innovative 

technologies into society. 

There are also things like the driver rules and 

the driver licensing. If drivers are not going to 

drive vehicles do they need a driving licence? 

If they are going to drive a semi-automated 

vehicle, is that a different type of driving test 

where they have to learn and understand all 

these available technologies that they have in 

the vehicles that they might buy? 
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LOCAL SCHOOL TRANSPORT POLICIES 

The Government has promised a review of guidance after an investigation revealed more than half 

(51%) of local school transport policies in 

England include unlawful statements. The 

research by Contact also revealed that 48% of 

parents with disabled children said they can’t 

work or have been forced to decrease their 

working hours because of school transport 

arrangements. The report also stated that 

‘More than 50% (30 out of 59) of the local 

council transport policies reviewed included 

unlawful blanket statements or other 

restrictive criteria. 

Most incorrectly stated that children needed an Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan in order to 

be eligible for free school transport. Some also incorrectly stated that children in receipt of 

Disability Living Allowance (DLA) at the high rate mobility component must use this to fund school 

transport themselves.’ 

In light of the findings by Contact, there will be a review the statutory guidance for local 

authorities to ensure it is clear. 

 

INITIATIVE TO SLOW DOWN TRAFFIC 

A new road safety initiative which has seen mannequin-style 

figures placed outside local schools in Buckinghamshire. The 

controversial bollards, known as Bill and Belinda, have been 

installed as a deterrent to speeding drivers at a cost of almost 

£5,400 in an effort to make drivers think a child is crossing the 

road. 

They may look like something out of a nightmarish horror film, 

but these bollards have caused quite the controversy after 

residents branded them creepy and dangerous. However the 

initiative has received support from the RAC. The mannequin-

style figures are the latest idea by Iver District Council in a bid 

to improve road safety outside local schools.  

Many residents have hit out at the hair-raising figures calling 

them an “eyesore” and potentially hazardous and the 

Councillor responsible for their implementation said “she 

suspected parents were only annoyed as they were now unable 

to mount the kerb with their cars when dropping their children 

off at school.” 

There are however concerns that after a\ while they will become part of the landscape and ignored 

which could give rise to problems if it was a real person. What do you think? 
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DANGEROUS CYCLING 

Theresa May has indicated that the Government will consider introducing new legislation to address 

dangerous behaviour by cyclists. The Prime Minister made the 

commitment at Prime Minister’s Questions when asked about the 

recent trial of the cyclist who knocked over and killed a female 

pedestrian. 

On that occasion the cyclists whose fixed gear bike had no front 

brakes - was cleared of manslaughter but convicted under the 19th 

century offence of ‘wanton or furious driving’. 

The Labour MP for Lewisham East, said the law was "hopelessly out 

dated and wholly inadequate". To which Mrs may replied saying it is 

important to ensure legislation is kept up to date, and added: "I am sure this is an issue that the 

secretary of state for transport will look at." 

MULTI TASKING AT THE WHEEL 

A poll by IAM RoadSmart of more than 2,300 visitors to their website has revealed some of the 

worst motoring distractions drivers have spotted on the road. It would seem that UK drivers appear 

to treat the driving seat as an extension of the bathroom mirror with a wide range of personal 

grooming activities going on behind the wheel. 

The three most frequently observed activities are 

smoking, eating and drinking - all of which have been 

observed by more than 95% of those surveyed. But 

more surprisingly 'telling off children' and 'styling 

hair' were also high in the list with this being 

witnessed by 82% and 55% of responders respectively. 

Some 63% of those surveyed had seen a driver look at 

a laptop or tablet screen. In addition were those 

trying to control a pet (seen by 46%) reading a book 

at the wheel (seen by 3%) and shaving (seen by 24%). 

Most worryingly many of these distracting behaviours are being witnessed time and time again on 

nearly every journey. Of those surveyed a quarter saw someone drinking at the wheel every day 

and a fifth saw someone eating. One in seven said they had seen people looking at their laptops or 

tablets every day, and one in ten daily saw parents telling off children whilst driving. 

More than half (57%) claim that they had been affected by drivers who had been distracted for any 

of the reasons seen in the survey.  

THE GRAHAM FEEST CONSULTANCY PRESENTS 
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SELF REPORTING DISTRACTIONS 

A survey undertaken in the Midlands has revealed that sat-navs and in-car technology are the 

biggest distractions for motorists. 

Northamptonshire Fire and Rescue Service (NFRS) joined colleagues from Derbyshire, Leicestershire 

and Nottinghamshire Fire and Rescue Services 

and officers from Highways England to talk to 

drivers at a number of service stations on the 

M1 motorway. 

Of the drivers surveyed 50 picked sat-nav or 

other in-car technology as the biggest culprit 

for distracting them from the road. A further 45 

said stress, emotions, tiredness, daydreaming 

or road rage, while 41 said talking to 

passengers. 

Other distractions revealed were looking at passengers/children in the back seat (39 drivers), 

eating, drinking, doing make-up/hair (35 drivers), and adjusting in-car controls (34 drivers). Nine 

people admitted being distracted as a result of using a handheld mobile phone when driving, while 

26 said using their mobile on hands-free was a distraction. 

The questions which arise from all the good 

and useful information coming into the car 

these days, not just about the journey but 

also about the performance of the car is it 

information overload? Is there too much to 

read off the Sat Nav Screen? Is the car now 

being controlled by the driver or by all the 

sophisticated systems which causes drivers to 

wonder at times about what it is telling us? 

Do we need a review of just how much the 

drivers can cope with requiring them to take 

their eyes off the road?  

 

THE DUTCH REACH 

Figures, released to Cycling UK by the DfT, show that between 2011 and 2015, 3,108 people were 

injured, eight fatally, in incidents attended by the police where ‘vehicle door opened or closed 

negligently’ was a contributing factor. The vast majority of the casualties - 2,009 including five 

fatalities - were cyclists and Cycling UK is calling for a public awareness campaign on ‘car dooring’ 

Cycling UK believes a method used in the Netherlands whereby people open car doors with their far 

hand, rather than the hand closest to the door could 

‘prove beneficial and prevent a vast number of 

collisions. The method known as ‘the Dutch Reach’ 

has the benefit of allowing the person opening the 

car door to look behind while also initially limiting 

how far the door can be opened. 

Cycling UK would like to see methods like the ‘Dutch 

Reach’ promoted during driver training. 
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RETESTING AND POST-COURT EDUCATIONAL INTERVENTIONS FOR SERIOUS DRIVING OFFENDERS 

TRL has carried out research and produced a report to evaluate retesting for serious driving 

offenders. Under Section 36 of the Road Traffic Offenders Act, 1988, those convicted of a driving 

offence may be disqualified, and may be required to pass a practical driving test to regain their 

licence. This test is mandated as an extended driving test (EDT) for very serious offences. For less 

serious offences the extended test or the standard test can be ordered discretionally. Offenders are 

also required to take a theory test to regain their licence. The EDT is assessed in the same way as 

the standard test, but lasts approximately 70 minutes, compared with 40 minutes for a standard 

test. 

 

The current offences for which an EDT is mandatory are: 

 Motor manslaughter 

 Causing death by dangerous driving 

 Causing serious injury by dangerous driving (from 2012) 

 Dangerous driving 

 Causing death by careless driving under the influence of drink or drugs 

 

The research aimed to investigate the use of EDTs in courts, and the number and characteristics of 

offenders who are ordered to take an EDT or standard test for different offences, together with 

other penalties and re-offending. 

Find the survey at https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/document-library-latest-uploads/ 

 

EVALUATION OF FIXED PENALTY NOTICES FOR CARELESS DRIVING 

Ipsos MORI and the Hallam Centre for Community Justice, Sheffield Hallam University has released 

an evaluation report concerning Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs) for careless driving came into effect 

on 16th August 2013. This intervention granted the police autonomy to respond to predominantly 

(but not exclusively) low level driving offences which may have previously been referred to the 

courts. It has expanded the scope of FPNs to a greater range of driving offences (previously applied 

to offences such as speeding, parking offences and seat belt offences).  

The broad policy objectives of the reformed framework were: 

 To increase the effectiveness of enforcement of penalties for careless driving offences 

 To increase take-up of remedial driver training courses among offenders 

 To reduce careless driving offences through increased enforcement and thus improve road 

safety 

 To reduce administrative and time and cost burdens for the police and court services in 

enforcing  sanctions for careless driving offences 

The overall aim of the evaluation is to understand and measure the effectiveness of the Fixed 

Penalty Notice (FPN) for careless driving offences since its introduction. In particular, the 

evaluation focuses on the impact on the police, the courts, road users and offenders. 

Find the survey at https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/document-library-latest-uploads/ 
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NEW CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER FOR HTMA 

One of the top trade bodies in the UK highways sector, the Highways Term 

Maintenance Association (HTMA) has announced that George Lee, currently 

Chief Executive of the Road Safety Markings Association (RSMA), will take on 

its new full-time Chief Executive role. HTMA represents contractors who 

manage more than 80% of the highway network within the UK. The entire 

industry employs around 30,000 people and the annual value of works is over 

£3.6bn. 

George will leave the RSMA and take up his new role in November  

VEHICLE TRAFFIC IN GREAT BRITAIN

 

Provisional estimates show that motor vehicle 

traffic in Great Britain was at a record high in 

the year ending June 2017. The provisional 

figure of 325.1bn vehicle miles travelled 

equates to a year-on-year rise of 1.4%. The 

figure also means rolling annual traffic levels 

have now increased each quarter in succession 

for more than four years. 

 

PAY UP OR PAY MORE 

Transport for London (TfL) is consulting on plans to increase the cost of its Penalty Charge Notices 

(PCN) in an effort to help reduce congestion and improve road safety. The proposed increase from 

£130 to £160 – or £65 to £80 for early payment – is designed to ensure greater compliance on the 

roads and therefore improve traffic flow. A consultation launch on 4th September closes on 10th 

November 2017 with any changes potentially being implemented in early 2018. 

These PCNs are related to drivers who either fail to pay 

the Congestion Charge – or contravene the rules of the 

red route network. TfL monitors parking and loading, 

yellow box junctions and banned turns and bus lanes. In 

the past five years there has been a 12% increase in the 

number of motorists being issued with PCNs - a rise from 

1.3m in 2011/12 to 1.5m in 2016/17 is a clear indicator 

that the current deterrent is no longer effective. 

TfL is also keen to stress that it reinvests any money received from the PCNs back into London’s 

transport network for maintenance, reducing danger on the road and transforming the Capital’s 

streets into more attractive, accessible and welcoming places. 
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HELMET WEARING AMONGST CYCLE USERS HIRING BIKES 

 

New research suggests that as many as six in ten people who use cycles 

which they pick up from the various street points fail to wear a cycle 

helmet. Whilst this was research carried out in London there is good reason 

to suspect that other cities and towns which operate such scheme could 

have similar results 

 

In the capital only 39% of those riding Santander Cycles (known previously 

as Boris Bikes) said they wear head protection, 73% of those riding their 

own bikes took measures to protect their head. According to TfL data, 

1,216 incidents involving Santander cyclists have been reported since the 

scheme launched in July 2010. 

 

 

DRIVING TEST CRASHES 

There were 510 crashes (a 25% rise) during driving tests in 2016 according to figures 

released by the Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA). The figures also 

revealed that woman are more likely than men to fail the test after messing up the 

reverse parking exercise whilst men fail more frequently from speeding. 

 

REDUCING SUICIDES ON UK ROADS 

The Parliamentary Advisory Council for Transport Safety (PACTS) is bringing this very important 

topic to the fore in a conference which is to take place at: 

Church House in London on Thursday 19th October 2017 

Some 6,000 people take 

their lives every year in 

the UK, often involving 

transport. The railway 

industry, working with Samaritans, has 

developed interventions that are having 

positive results. The roads sector lags behind. 

This conference will be the first in the world 

exclusively about preventing suicides on 

roads. It will lift the lid on a problem that is 

much bigger than recognised, and which has 

significant consequences for the highways 

sector and others. It will also shine a light on 

suicide recording and prevention strategies in 

general. Senior figures from highways, 

transport, police, judiciary, mental health 

and voluntary sectors will share their expert 

knowledge and insights. They will explain the 

implications of this important but little-

talked about issue for those involved in 

highways, health and elsewhere. Delegates 

will be the first to hear the results of 

pioneering research into the scale of suicides 

and attempts on UK roads.  

For more information go to http://www.pacts.org.uk/2017/06/pacts-conference-reducing-suicides-

on-uk-roads-19th-october/  
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INSTITUTE OF MASTER TUTORS OF DRIVING 

The next meeting of the Institute of Master Tutors of Driving (IMTD) will be taking place at the 

Holiday Inn in Coventry on Sunday 3rd December 2017. The meeting commences at 

10.00a.m. and concludes at 1.00p.m. Around 50% of those attending stay for 

lunch before leaving. 

Meeting of the Institute follow a prescribed agenda and include a speaker(s) and 

discussions on topical driver training and road safety related matters. 

Attendance at the meeting is by invitation and is primarily but not exclusively aimed at those 

within the Driver Training Industry. If coming to the meeting as a guest is of interest to you then 

please email chairman@imtd.org.uk.  

You can find more about the Institute at www.imtd.org.uk 

MASTER SECURITY SCHEME 

Recent analysis of theft data for new motorcycles sold in 2017 shows there is a huge difference 

between machines which are marked with the MASTER Security Scheme, compared to those which 

are not.  New MASTER protected bikes are six time less likely to be stolen. 

MASTER, which stands for Motorcycle and Scooter Tagged Equipment Registration, is the UK’s only 

official and national scheme and has been adopted by the majority 

of major motorcycle manufacturers since its launch in 2013.  It 

both deters theft and makes it easier to secure a conviction. 

Information from the MASTER Scheme database and new 

registration data shows 66,423 new motorcycles and scooters were 

registered in the UK from the beginning of this year to the end of 

July 2017.  42,254 were marked with the MASTER system, of which 

only 78 have been reported stolen.  Of the 24,169 motorcycles and 

scooters which were not protected by MASTER, 285 have been stolen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Finally I was privileged to be the Guest on the 132nd 
Dipod show and share some views and ideas. If you 
would like to access part one of this interview the go to 
http://www.saddsa.co.uk/dipod/ 
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